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SUB J : CIV AIR - SEABOARD SCHEDULES AND CHANGE-OF-GAUGE 
REF: (A) STATE 85825, (B) STATE 84074 

1 . EMBOFF DELIVERED NOTE ALONG LINES REFTEL (B) TO MINISTRY 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) REP FIACCADORI APRIL 14, PROPOSING 
CONSULTATIONS ON CHANGE-OF-GAUGE AND USE OF 747-F DURING 
WEEK OF MAY 24 IN WASHINGTON PROVIDED ITALIAN AUTHORITIES 
DO NOT IN MEANTIME TAKE ACTION AGAINST SEABOARD. IN ORAL 
PRESENTATION, EMBOFF NOTED THAT: (A) WHILE USG REQUEST FOR 
CONSULTATIONS LIMITED TO TWO ALL-CARGO ISSUES, THIS WOULD 
NOT PREVENT GOI FROM RAISING OTHER SUBJECTS IF THEY SO 
DESIRE; AND (B) US SIDE, HOWEVER, WILL NOT BE IN POSITION 

TO DISCUSS ROUTES ISSUES UNTIL AFTER TRANS ATLANTIC ROUTES 
RENEWAL CASE DECIDED. EMBOFF SAID USG WOULD APPRECIATE 
REPLY TO REQUEST FOR CONSULTATIONS ASAP. 

2. FIACCADORI SAID ISSUES VERY COMPLEX AS FAR AS GOI 
CONCERNED AND THAT A REPLY WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE POSSIBLE 
UNTIL AT LEAST A WEEK AFTER EASTER. HE INDUCATED THAT 
CIVILAVIA HAS NOT YET MOVED AGAINST SEABOARD ONLY RPT 
ONLY BECAUSE SEABOARD STILL OPERATING DC-8/63F BETWEEN 
NEW YORK AND FRANKFURT. HE IMPLIED THAT GOI MAY BE ALE 
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STATUS QUO, I.E., DOES NOT REPLACE DC-8/63F WITH 747-F, 

IN THE INTERIM. FIACCADORI RQUESTED ADVANCE NOTICE OF ANY 
CHANGE IN SEABOARD'S PRESENT OPERATIONS. 

3. FIACCADORI ALSO STATED THAT, AS FAR AS GOI CONCERNED, 
SIDE NOTE ON CHANGE-OF-GAUGE APPLIES ONLY TO COMBINED 
SERVICES AND NOT TO ALL-CARGO SERVICES. 

4. COMMENT. EMBASSY EXPECTS GOI TO MAKE CONSULTATIONS 
CONDITIONAL UPON SEABOARD MAINTAINING STATUS QUO IN 
INTERIM. EMBASSY FEARS THAT, UNDER SEVERE PRESSURE FROM 
ALITALIA, CIVILAVIA WILL MOVE AGAINST SEABOARD SHOULD 
747-F REPLACE DC-8/63F ON NEW YORK-FRANKFURT ROUTE. IF 
CONSULTATIONS CAN BE HELD DURING WEEK OF MAY 24 AS USG 
HAS REQUESTED, WOULD SEABOARD BE WILLING TO DELAY INTRO- 
DUCTION OF SECOND 747-F7VOLPE 
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